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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — CHILDCARE CENTRE 
791. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Health: 
I am informed that the Leader of the Opposition thinks the new childcare centre at Perth Children’s Hospital will 
take away floor space needed for beds. I understand that floor space for the new Perth Children’s Hospital is 
around 109 000 square metres. How does this compare with what the opposition planned in late 2008?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I thank the member for that excellent question. I admit that I was somewhat surprised by the shadow Minister for 
Health, on radio and in a press release, saying that it was a terrible decision to put the childcare centre in there 
and that it took away floor space that would otherwise be used for beds; hence, we needed an additional hospital 
floor. I say two things to the shadow Minister for Health. Firstly, I go back to what the Labor Party was going to 
do with the replacement of Princess Margaret Hospital for Children. In 2008, the PMH replacement was 
proposed to be built on a different site—what we call LN&N buildings right next to the current G block at PMH. 
The Labor Party proposed to build the replacement hospital on 44 000 square metres. When the Liberal Party got 
into government and looked at those plans, we saw that they were clearly totally inadequate. There was nowhere 
near sufficient floor space to provide for a proper, modern children’s hospital. We redesigned it and in 2000 we 
released that review. We had to change the location to somewhere with 60 000-plus square metres available so 
that the hospital would fit on the site. The size of the site went from 44 000 square metres on which the Labor 
Party was going to build, to more than 60 000 square metres—one-third larger. When the replacement for the 
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research is built next door to Perth Children’s Hospital, that will bring the 
area occupied to a total of 109 000 square metres. Under Labor, the size of the site was 44 000 square metres; 
this government is constructing buildings on 109 000 square metres, and that does not include the new car park 
that we will build underneath the hospital to provide adequate parking.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Tack on Kings Park as well.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Let us go to the issue members opposite are talking about. The new childcare centre will not 
take up space where we would otherwise put children’s beds. Would that interfere with the additional floor 
space? I refer to what the shadow Minister for Health said in a transcript from 6PR. He said, “Well what I think 
they’re doing is they’re going to set aside part of the roof space on the fifth floor of the new children’s hospital”. 
My first question is: if we build the new childcare centre on roof space, how are we taking away space that could 
otherwise be used for beds? 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We will get to that in a minute. The member is absolutely wrong, but I will get to that in a 
second. 
Mr R.H. Cook: Just build it, you silly old sod. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, can you please get on with 
it.  
Dr K.D. HAMES: For the third minute of my speech I will talk about issues relating to the roof space. The 
member for Kwinana first said that the childcare centre would take away bed space, but it will be on a roof. To 
have beds, we need a roof on top of the floor, so building the childcare centre on the roof will not take away 
from bed space; it is not possible.  

Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr R.H. Cook: It is still too small. 
The SPEAKER: Members!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The reason we will build it on the roof is the same reason —  

Mr R.H. Cook: You have lost a historic opportunity to have a decent-sized hospital.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much, member for Kwinana! I call you for the second time. I will not have this 
shouting across the chamber.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The reason the childcare centre will be on the roof is the same reason a childcare centre will 
be built on the roof of the car park. That is where we want childcare centres so that the kids can get out in the 
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open and out in the sun. There will be shade, space and play equipment. The alternative is to build it somewhere 
outside the building where the children can get outside and play, but that will put the children in areas where 
people walk and have access to them, thereby putting them at risk. The roof is the right place. Where will the 
childcare centre be built? 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, I am trying to get your attention.  

The SPEAKER: Minister. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Where will the childcare centre be built? Will it be built on the roof of the hospital where the 
government is considering building an extra floor? No; it will not be built on the roof where we are talking about 
adding a floor. It will be built on the roof of the central block. That is where additional space is provided for in 
the future for the additional four floors that can be built in the next 10 to 20 years when we need that additional 
space. It will not be in the area where the shadow minister obviously thinks it will be. It will be built on the roof 
space of the central block, so it will not interfere at all with children being admitted to the wards.  

Once again, the member for Kwinana has got it wrong. Once again, he has shown that he has not listened to the 
argument and knows nothing of what he is talking about. If he wants a briefing on bed numbers, I will be happy 
to give him one. 
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